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MINISTER FOR EDUCATION — STOP-WORK MEETING ATTENDANCE 

563. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Education: 
I refer to the invitation to the minister to speak at the combined unions’ stop-work meeting tomorrow morning 
and the minister’s refusal to attend, citing parliamentary commitments. Will the minister reconsider his refusal 
and accept an opposition offer for a pair and a commitment not to raise education matters during the time of the 
minister’s absence; and, if not, why not? We are trying to be helpful. 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied:  
I thank the honourable member for the question. 

No, I will not be attending the rally. I will just give a bit of context to this. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon PETER COLLIER: This is an own goal. 

I made an offer to attend the rally, and we had some communication with the State School Teachers’ Union 
about when the rally would be and what time might be available et cetera. We were told it would be between 
9.30 and 10.30 am. We said that we needed something more precise because, of course, I have parliamentary 
commitments. 
Hon Kate Doust: We’ll pair you. 
Hon PETER COLLIER: Let me tell members right now that I will not be paired to go to a stop-work meeting. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 
Hon PETER COLLIER: I would like to put this into a bit of context. As I said, I have no problems as far as the 
union is concerned. I have what I would regard as good communication with the union. I meet with it regularly. 
Hon Kate Doust: Well, you could communicate with its members tomorrow. 

Hon PETER COLLIER: No; the member has asked a question and I am going to answer it. 

I met with the union on several occasions, one of which was when I attended both union rallies at the front of 
Parliament House. I stood there the entire time. United Voice invited me to speak; I spoke. The State School 
Teachers’ Union did not invite me to speak. That was its prerogative. I do not have ill feelings; that was its 
prerogative. But I was available, and my office made it known to the union that I was available. I was not invited 
to speak on that occasion, which was, as I said, not in parliamentary time. When the offer came for me to speak 
at this rally, I said yes. When I could not get any definitive response regarding an exact time, I asked for that 
response. The response from the union was that it would be between 9.30 and 10.30 am. I am not going to take 
off parliamentary time to attend a stop-work meeting—it is as simple as that—for the State School Teachers’ 
Union. I think that is eminently sensible. Quite frankly, I think that is eminently responsible. I am Leader of the 
Government in the Legislative Council. I will not be paired out of this chamber to attend a stop-work meeting for 
the State School Teachers’ Union. Having said that, I made the offer and it just did not work out. I will continue 
to work with the union constructively and hopefully over the next few months as we implement these reforms to 
the education system. 
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